
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            DECEMBER 4, 2016 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
Lighting the Second Advent Candle 

 Hymn – 2 
Opening Prayer 

 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I am routinely “visited” by thoughts, feelings and 
perceptions that make me feel uneasy.  “Visited” is not always 
an apt description of this internal event; sometimes it is more 
an “intrusion,” and sometimes an “assault.”  I am often 
surprised by the thoughts and feelings that appear; and 
sometimes I am chagrined: distressed, embarrassed or even 
humiliated by what comes to my mind.  I routinely and 
habitually look for and find ways to dismiss from my awareness 
what is distressing and shocking.  I am so accomplished at this 
dismissal that I almost never recall what distressed and 
shocked me, and sometimes can barely remember that I was 
distressed and shocked.  I have always thought of you as being 
pleased with my efforts at dismissal, so I am perplexed by the 
idea that you are actually interested in my attending to the 
thoughts, feelings and perceptions about which I feel uneasy.  
More than attending, you would like me to explore them, to 
look seriously at what they tell me about myself, and to find 
the value in them. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 3:1-12 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 3 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 4 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for December 11, 2016 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55; 

James 10:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 NOTE: our Christmas Eve service will take place on the 
preceding evening: Friday, December 23rd. 
 If you are doing your seasonal baking this year, can you make 
enough to share with the congregation at coffee time during 
Advent and Christmas, and on Christmas-Eve Eve.  There is a sign-
up.  
 You are invited to place Christmas Cards for the congregation 
on the “green tree” on the wall in the coffee room. 
 A letter giving information on stewardship and pledge cards 
are on the table in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Richard Egan and Jenny Goldgur. 
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ADVENT 
 

…a coming into place, view or being… 
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Second Sunday of Advent (Matthew 3:1-12) 
 On the First Sunday of Advent the idea was presented about 
how the thought-form of mythology communicates the cause of 
what we call “internal events,” namely that “beings” cause them. 
In the text last week, a “being” called the “Son of Man” appeared, 
and as a result a time of change was initiated. When we internalize 
this text, it is describing an intrusion into our awareness of 
thoughts, feelings and/or perceptions that do not easily fit into the 
identity with which we are familiar. What the First Sunday in 
Advent highlights is the “internal event” of this intrusion 
“registering” in our awareness, and, as a consequence, our familiar 
experience of ourselves being disrupted, somewhere from mildly 
to severely disrupted. We end up with feelings, thoughts and 
perceptions that we believe are not appropriate for us, and yet we 
have them.  
 Our normal response to feelings, thoughts and perceptions that 
we think are not appropriate for us is to dismiss them in an effort 
to rid ourselves of them. However, in the text for the Second 
Sunday of Advent a second being appears, John the Baptist, and 
the way we experience his appearance is as an “urging” to use our 
minds differently. That is, rather than rid ourselves of these 
thoughts, feelings and perceptions we are advised to “think 
differently” [repent], to reconsider removing these thoughts, 
feelings and perceptions, and instead to immerse and even 
submerge ourselves in them. The heart of the Second Sunday of 
Advent is the appearance in us of this urging to use our minds 
differently by immersing ourselves in what we would normally 
dismiss from our awareness. 
 The presence of the thoughts, feelings and perceptions that we 
consider inappropriate, as well as the appearance of this urging to 
immerse ourselves in them rather than dismiss them, are signs of 
the influence of God working in us. The following is an elaboration 
of what this “urging” involves: 1) we are being urged to 
acknowledge these thoughts, feelings and perceptions, and also to 
recognize that we are disapproving of them because they indicate 
to us that we have missed the mark and do not have the “prize” in 
life; 2) we are being urged to make the effort to explore these 

thoughts, feelings and perceptions and seek an understanding of 
their origin in our life, and what their presence tells us about 
ourselves; 3) we are being urged to welcome the “excitement” of 
our minds being stretched in this way, and to be “fruitful” [fertile] 
by taking hold of these internal realities which make us feel uneasy 
about ourselves; and 4) we are being urged to discover, pay 
attention to and explore who we actually are in the present [a 
person who actually has these thoughts, feelings and perceptions 
we want to dismiss], rather than hold onto an idea of who we think 
we are or have been. If we cannot do the valuable and useful work 
of using our minds differently and exploring these thoughts, feelings 
and perceptions, we will find ourselves consumed with frustration 
as the difference between who we think we are and who we actually 
are becomes more and more apparent. 
 John the Baptist is the name in Biblical Mythology for what we 
would call a “process” that develops in us and which encourages 
and enables us to turn into and immerse ourselves in those internal 
realities we immediately want to dismiss and ignore.  Because this 
“process” appears and operates in us, our minds become able to 
“think differently,” to acknowledge the existence of what we 
consider inappropriate for us and to explore what it tells us about 
ourselves. This “prepares the way for” what will follow. At a later 
time, another “being/process” will appear, and we will be 
introduced to what we might call “our mental disposition,” i.e. the 
prejudicial way our minds are disposed to approach everything 
inside us and the world outside us. We will learn that our minds tend 
to approach everything that comes to our awareness by assessing 
whether it is acceptable or unacceptable, a tendency which makes 
much of what is true of us unavailable to us. This discovery will 
initiate a separation between what we consider the “wheat” in us 
from the “chaff” in us, and we will come out in an unexpected place 
where we will be fed by what we consider “chaff.” 

[Jim Robie, 12-1-16, Lectionary Cycle A, Matthew 3:1-12] 

 


